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SAN BERNARDIKO GOUNTY: Supervisors create an office
to oversee assistance efforts in response te a reporl.

BY DDUBMS UAN
) THE PRES-ENTE
Responding to a 39 percent
fnerease in San Bernardino
County’s homeless population

in the past five years, county -

leaders agreed ‘Tuesday to es-
tablish “an office to oversee
efforts to help them.

While homeless rates have

fallen in many areas, includ-
ing Riverside Counly, the
number of homeless in San
Bernardine County grew from
5,270 in 2002 to 7,331 this year,
according to a report released
Tuesday.

Homeless advocates c1ted a
number of possible reasons for
the increase, including rising

foreclosures, a lackluster econ-
omy and migration of homeless
people from other areas. Some
also have dccused the county
and eities of taking little action
to solve the problem.

The San’ Bernardino County
Board of Supervisors agreed to
spend $350,000 to $400,000 a year
to run a four-person Office of
Homeless Services Comdmu
tion.

Staff members would work

04 THE WEB

r See the new:
conference
congerning the homeless at
PE.com

with the nonprofit Community
Action Partnership of San Ber-
nardine County to identify gaps
in services and assist homeless
and low-income individuals and
families. They also would sup-

SEE HOMELESS/AG

HOMELESS: Some advocates doubt San Bernardino County or its cities
will get serious, take action

CIRTUED FROY A
port a new partnership of public

and private agencies, Faith- !
based groups, businesses and |

community members that
would develop solutions.
"“What was and what is is

about to change,” Supervisor -

Josie Gonzales said at a news
conference.

Until now, homeless preven-
tion and inlervention strategies
have £allen largely on Commu-
nity Action Partnership rather
than on county government; it
was pretty much operating like
the “Lone Ranger,” said Peler
Connery of Applied Survey Re-
search, which conducted Febru-
ary's homeless count for the
organization.

“THEY'RE NOT PLAYERS’

Some homeless advocates are
skeptical that the county or its
cities will get serious and lake
action.

“The city and county, they're
not players,” said the Rev. Ba-
vid Kalke in an interview last
week, Kalke is pastor of San
Bernardino’s Ceatral City Lu-
theran Mission, which provides
emergency wintertime shelter
to homeless men,

Some critics say Riverside
County, where the homeless
population dropped from 4,785
in 2005 to 4,508 this year, has
done a beiter job of tackling the
problem. Riverside County con-
ducted its fivst-gver homeless
census in 2005.

Riverside County’s Depart-
ment of Public Social Services,
working with cities and home-
less service providers, expects
in October to release a draft

10-year plan to end homeless-

ness.
Fhe pian calls for more emer-
gency shelter beds, temporary
housing and low-income hous-
ing. Tt also calls for an expan-
sion of street outreach teams.
Ron Watts, who directs a
. lransitional housing program
for men at the Salvation Army

in San Bernardino, has satinon |

howmeless program meetings in
Riverside County.

“They were well organized
way before us, They are a more

!

Peter Patrc;a
Connery Nickols

address a 6,000-bed shortfall in
cmergeney shetters and tempo-
rary housing, according to Com-
munity Acticn Partnership.
While the number of homeless
| has grown, the number of tem-
i porary shelter beds has re-

mained virtually the same, Con-

nery said.

polished, tighter organization,”

Watts said.

Patricia Nickols, Commumnity
Action Partnership’s chief excc-
utive officer, said Tuesday that
she is confident the new part-
nership with the eounty will
yield resuits, She said she hopes
a working group can start draft-
ing a 19-yvear plan in November
and complete it within 12 to 18
months.

A 10-year plan will need to



